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From baby boomers to trendy gen Zs, everybody knows the convenience of electronic documents over traditional printed paper. Paper is not only outdated, it is also bad for the environment. Naturally, more and more organizations and individuals are moving towards the electronic medium. Digital Signatures are a result of that trend.
But what are they? Usually digital documents are shared in PDF formats and sometimes they require our signature. Therefore, we must digitally sign these documents using a stylus, inserting images of our signatures or digitally scanning the signed document.


Here is how you can digitally sign your important documents on your computer or smartphone:





Windows Users

The simplest way to digitally sign your documents on windows is using Microsoft Edge Browser. The browser comes with added functionality to digitally sign a pdf. 

Just click on the ‘Draw’ button in the top right corner. Using your mouse or if your device has touch input, then using your stylus or fingers draw your signature on the document.


Android Users

Install Adobe Acrobat and open the PDF document. Click on the circular button, which has a pencil on it in the bottom right corner.

Now click on the pen icon in extreme right. Choose “Create Signature”. Now you can either draw on the screen. Use your camera to show the app your signature on a physical paper or import a signature from an image.




What is Digital Signature Certificate






What is Digital Signature Certificate



Paper Certificate



A digital equivalent of a physical or paper certificate, it can be presented electronically to prove one’s identity, access information or services on the Internet, or sign certain documents digitally. (Content courtesy CIEL, ET Contributors)





Uses



It may be used for e-filing of income tax return, GST-related filing, government online tendering, etc.





Issuing authority



A licensed certifying authority can issue the digital signature certificate. The list of licensed authorities is available on the MCA portal and can be accessed at https://www.mca.gov.in/MinistryV2/certifyingauthorities.html.





Its types



The two types are: Class 2: Here, the identity of a person is verified against a trusted, pre-verified database. Class 3: This is the highest level where the person needs to present himself or herself in front of a Registration Authority (RA) and prove his/her identity.













Apple User (Mac)

Mac comes with this functionality pre-built in its OS. 

Locate the file in the finder and select the ‘open with preview’ option after right clicking it. Click on the Markup button situated beside the search icon.


Select ‘Sign’ option. After selecting the option you can either draw your signature on the trackpad or show your signature on physical paper to the camera.


Apple User (iPhone and iPad)

You can use the Mail app to digitally sign your documents on iPhone or iPad. Here is how to do it.

Open the attachment on the mail app and click the Markup button in the top right corner. Tap on the pen icon. You can now either draw your signature on the screen, show a physical copy of the signature to the camera or import from an existing image.


You can also install the Adobe Acrobat app on your apple smartphone and follow the same steps outlined in the android user section of this guide.


FAQs:

	How do you digitally sign on windows?
Using Microsoft Edge.
	How do you digitally sign on Android and Apple smartphones?
Adobe Acrobat’s Fill & Sign functionality.




Disclaimer Statement: This content is authored by an external agency. The views expressed here are that of the respective authors/ entities and do not represent the views of Economic Times (ET). ET does not guarantee, vouch for or endorse any of its contents nor is responsible for them in any manner whatsoever. Please take all steps necessary to ascertain that any information and content provided is correct, updated, and verified. ET hereby disclaims any and all warranties, express or implied, relating to the report and any content therein.
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					Ozark Fiber has acquired Missouri Telecom’s internet and voice business for residential and small-to-medium-sized businesses in Monett, MO and surrounding areas. Ozark Fiber started construction of its high-speed fiber-optic network in Monett last September and will launch services in Q1 2023. Missouri Telecom customers will be transitioned over to Ozark […]
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